A message delivered at The First Congregational Church of Riga on May 2, 2010
A Promise of Hope


Thought for Silent Reflection

Human language is incapable of expressing, just as human imagination is incapable of perceiving,

 the reality of things in the eternal world.

Eugene Boring, Interpretation
A PROMISE OF HOPE!
Revelation 21: 1-6

Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth and passed away, and there was no longer any sea. 2 I saw the Holy City. The new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband. 3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Now the dwelling of God is with men and he will live with them. They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be their God. 4 God will wipe away every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death, or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.
5 He who is seated on the throne said, ‘I am making everything new! “Then he said, “Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.” He said to me, “It is done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End. To him who is thirsty I will give to drink without cost from the spring of the water of life.

The traditional understanding of the book of Revelation has long seemed to be under the control of those who read and comment on its imagery as a blueprint for their end times” theology. Numerous books have been written laying out doomsday scenarios that revel in the death and destruction of creation and of the unbelievers in this world.  Also I have to admit that I too, fell into this category until I audited a course on understanding Revelation through 21st century eyes, an understanding of John’s vision not as rapture but rather as a promise of hope. Today’s text, which appears as the second to last chapter in Revelation and for that matter the second to last text in the Bible is just that, the reinforcement of what I understand to be the principle message of the Bible – a promise of hope.
Our passages this week are about new things: a new commandment, the New Jerusalem, a new heaven and earth. Old ways and old sorrows are passing away. God promises that God's saving, healing, changing work in the world is ongoing: "See, I am making all things new" (5). 
This promise, to make everything anew (5) is the hallmark of the new heaven and new earth seen by John. The Greek word for new in each of these passages (kainos) refers not so much to age as it does to freshness—the change is as much in offering a fresh look in perspective and behavior of the disciples as it is in outside circumstances. This transformation, this offer of a New Jerusalem, is God's gift, the gift that makes all things new, the gift that makes us the people of God (Leviticus 26:12). In that covenant, that promise, is where we find our salvation, where we will find the Kingdom.
Now it is one thing to say the Revelation calls Christians to leave Babylon, leave the Empire, and ”become residents of the New Jerusalem,” and its another thing to try to figure how to do that day to day. As we look around we see how the privileges of Empire surround us: 
· the relative peace and safety of our neighborhoods, 
· the abundance of food in our refrigerators 
· and when the need arises the availability of a store a short distance away, 
· the internet and e-mail and facebook providing us the opportunity for instantaneous communication 24/7. 

Yes, each day when we get out of bed the Empire instantly becomes part of the fabric of our lives. That is how Babylon works. It doesn’t offer up difficult choices, it says to us if I go with the flow I can lead a happy meaningful life. So how can we too let go of the old, and willingly cry out, “See I too, am doing a new thing!” :
List the “old things that hold you in bondage to your past-  

· those hidden addictions that fills your heart with fear

· those destructive habits that brings death to your hopes and aspirations

· those unhealed memories that cause you sorrow, 

· those damaged emotions that bring pain in your spirit.

Then at each point read these words from Revelation 
I heard a loud shout from the throne, saying “Look the home of God is now among the people! God will live with them and they will all be God’s people. God will personally be with them. 4 God will remove all their sorrows and there will be no more death, nor sorrow, nor crying nor pain, For the old world and its evils are gone forever (NLT).

When you sense in your spirit the reality of God’s loving presence and it says to you “I am going to make all things anew(5). Know that this is in fact God speaking to you. Tell yourself that God does want to work in your life and that all that is required is that you trust that call on your heart and that you need to continue to be patient until you too become aware of God’s presence and healing permeates you heart and calms your spirit. 
Faith and prayer are no guarantee that we won’t run into trouble. Whether it is a personal crisis, trouble  at work or at church, or turmoil in the world, faith and saying “yes’ can lead us head long into issues we would much rather avoid. Prayer can help us persist when it would be far easier to forget it.

Those folks we encounter throughout the Bible were continuously meeting resistance and persecution. I once heard a pastor say that “while God’s never ending love is free but it is not cheap.” The lessons Jesus taught are often hard to live true to, especially when facing personal guilt and responsibility. When our nerves are on edge and we are overwhelmed by inadequacy, faith can truly seem far away. Yes, trouble is much more tangible and seems to have more influence over us. What I mean here is this, Have you ever received a letter for the IRS informing you that they were going to audit one of yur tax returns or perhaps that they wanted more information. For those of you who have, if you are at all like me, the threat of an audit can almost feel more fearsome that the prospect of the day of judgment. Perhaps you weren’t intimidated but I know I was. In any case, there is truly something wrong with that image. 
However badly we may stumble in our own struggles, hope or the lack of it, can make the biggest difference. We are reminded of it every time we realize that when we fall its not how we fall that is important, it is how we get up, and it is faith and prayer that enable us to get centered, not on our own worries about failure, but in the strength of that higher power that has already begun to prevail and that is when the old order of things pass away (4). 
That is the promise of God. 
That is God’s hope, and 
That is the reality of the new Jerusalem. 
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