A meditation delivered at The First Congregational Church of Riga on April 5, 2010
He is not Here. He is Risen!


Thought for Silent Reflection

Every year the dull and the dead in us meets our Easter Challenge: 

to be open to the unexpected, to believe beyond our security and to welcome God in every form.

Joyce Rupp, Out of the Ordinary
HE IS NOT HERE. HE IS RISEN!
Luke 24: 1 - 12
On the first day of the week, very early in the morning, the women took the spices they had prepared and went to the tomb. 2 They found the stone rolled away from the tomb, 3 but when they entered, they did not find the body of the Lord Jesus. 4 While they were wondering about this, suddenly two men in clothes that gleamed like lightning stood beside them. 5In their fright, the women bowed down with their faces to the ground, but the men said to them, “Why do you look for the living among the dead?” He is not here. He is risen! Remember how he told you, while he was still with you in Galilee: 7 The Son of Man must be delivered in to  the hands  of sinful men, be crucified and on the third day be raised again.” 8 Then they remembered his words.
9 When they came back from the tomb, they told all these things to the eleven and to all the others.  10 It was Mary Magdalene, Joanna and Mary the mother of James, and the others with them who told this to the apostles. 11 But they did not believe the women because their words seemed like nonsense. 12 Peter, however, got up and ran to the tomb. Bending over he saw strips of linen lying by themselves, and he went away wondering to himself, what had happened.
Interestingly it is Jesus’ female followers, those who accompanied him during his arrest, imprisonment and death, who are the first to discover the unbelievable news. They arrive at the tomb and are greeted by an angel who tells them that, Jesus is not here, but he has risen, (24:5). The women are shocked, despite the fact that Jesus himself promised resurrection when he was in Galilee. And then when they go to tell the others, they are just as baffled believing that the women we making the story up. That is all but Peter, who went to the tomb to see for himself but still left wondering to himself, “just what had happened here?”
That was then, yet today some 2000 years later we are still just as baffled for do we believe any more that the disciples did upon hearing the news? Do we really believe? Like his birth, Jesus’ resurrection is an event that is ultimately beyond the limits of our ability to understand or reason. The empty tomb then becomes not the ending of the story but the beginning. It becomes the invitation for each of us to birth the new life promised in the confines of our own lives. We each have to experience arriving at the tomb only to find it empty! Each of us has to be the one to bring the news to the disciples and have them blow it off as utter nonsense. Yes each of us have to be among those who, when no one else believed, went away wondering ourselves. 
As mystery, the only way we can get hope from resurrection is to live it. Yes we are given this opportunity every Easter morning, not just to proclaim “He is not here. He is Risen!” amongst ourselves. But we are given an opportunity to begin anew. To start out with a clean slate to do the work God placed us here to do. Yes, we are given an opportunity to share this good news with all whom we come in contact. We not only do this through our words but through our actions and how we live our lives and how we interact with others for it is in that way we too will experience the resurrection and the mystery will go away. 

This is all Jesus asks:…
Jesus asks us to forgive, we can forgive seven times seventy times without expecting to be forgiven in return.
Jesus asks us to accept the prodigal back, we can accept the one who left, with open arms and no questions asked.

Jesus tells us not to judge, we don’t need to wait for others to change their ways before we change our own.
Jesus asks us to be humble, we can be a servant to all whom God places in our path.
Jesus came to preach good news to the poor, we can give to the poor without questioning what they plan to do with the gift. Yes, we can live our lives in such a way so we will not need to be concerned if we did not do something for any of the least among us
Jesus tells us to have faith, we can live our lives without fear knowing that God will always be there to care for us.

Jesus tells us not to worry about tomorrow, we can turn over anything that concerns us to God.
Jesus taught us how to pray and to pray without ceasing, we can use that as an opportunity to ask God to be clear about how we can serve.

Jesus calls out to us and says, “Follow me,” and follow me in this radical new life we’ve been offered, we have a choice we can say “yes” or we can we can hesitate or perhaps say “Now is not the time.”

If we say “Yes, here I am Lord” then we know we have the faith that if we are in fact, doing the Lord’s work we will be cared for because we know for sure that “He is risen!” If we hesitate or say “now is not the time” we are in the same place those who encountered the empty tomb and who , like Peter, walked away confused and wondering what happened and what its all about, not quite sure of what to believe. The only difference is that this was the first time Peter encountered the empty tomb and I would ask you how many times have you encountered the empty tomb and said, “No not yet?”

So the choice is up to each one of us. No one else can make that choice. This is the year that each one can take on your own “Easter Challenge” to be open to the unexpected, to move beyond your personal security and to leave here today prepared to truly proclaim, “The tomb was empty, he was not there. He Has Risen! 
Portions of this meditation have been adapted from:

Michaela Bruzzese, “He Has Risen”, preachingtheWord, www.sojo.com, 4/4/10.
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